
Fungi Introduction 

by Tony Harding 
 
We often come across fungi whilst out in the woods and countryside but most of us 
know very little about these unusual growths, so let me enlighten you! 
 
Fungi are not plants, and neither are they animals. Unlike plants, which convert the 
sun's energy into food, fungi have no chlorophyll to convert the sun's energy into food, 
instead they feed on other plant and animal material and do not need sunlight; they 
use enzymes to dissolve their food before they absorb it.   
 
The toadstools and mushrooms (there is no clear distinction between these two terms) 
we see, which may indeed rot away after a few days, are just the fruiting bodies 
connected to long-lived underground fungal threads, called hyphae. The hyphae 
combine to form a mycelium, sometimes in the form of an expanding disc or 'fairy 
ring’.   
 
Autumn is the main time to find fruit bodies, although a few species can be found all 
year round. Ancient woodland such as Bluebell Wood, part of Linslade Wood is a 
good local place to see fungi, usually during September to November, particularly 
after overnight rain. Old rotting tree stumps and logs are a common place to see fungi, 
often alongside pathways where the spores are carried by the wind. 
 
As there are about 4000 larger fungus species found in the British Isles, identifying 
them can be quite difficult; particularly important if you ever consider taking them 
home to eat as some are deadly poisonous. However someone once said that; all 
mushrooms are edible – some only once! 
 
Many of the mushrooms reappear each year often in the same approximate place and 
during the same time of the month, depending very much on the weather, moisture 
and temperature. Autumn 2011 was a disappointing year for fungi due to the 
unseasonably mild and dry weather.  
 
Ed Note: Tony’s list is probably due for an update 0r new survey – any takers? 
 

DEFINITIVE LIST  OF LINSLADE WOOD FUNGI 
Total Species 39, 

(* denotes in the New Wood) 
From September 2011 to December 2014 

  

Common Name Genus Species 

Artist’s Bracket Ganoderma applanatum 

Butter Cap * Collybia butyracea 

Blushing Bracket Daedaleopsis confragosa 

Branching Oyster Pleurotus cornucopiae 

Coral Spot Nectria cinnabarina 

Chicken of the Woods Laetiporus sulphureus 



Candlesnuff  Xylaria hypoxylon 

Common Funnel * Clitocybe gibba 

Common Puffball Lycoperdon periatum 

Cramp Balls   Daldinia concentrica 

Dead Moll’s Fingers Xylaria longipes 

Dryad’s Saddle  Polyporus squamosus 

Elder Whitewash Hyphodontia sambuci 

Fairy Inkcap Coprinellus disseminatus 

Fleecy Milkcap Lactarius vellereus 

Giant Polypore  Meripilus giganteus 

Golden Scalycap        Pholiota aurivella 

Glistening Inkcap Coprinus micaceus 

Hairy Curtain Crust Stereum hirsutum 

Honey Fungus  Armillaria mellea 

Jelly Ear Auricularia Auricula-judae 

Larch Bolete * Suillus grevillei 

Oak Bracket Inonotus dryadeus 

Oyster Mushroom  Pleurotus ostreatus 

Porcelain Fungus Oudemansiella mucida 

Parasol Macrolepiota procera 

Rosy Bonnet Mycena rosea 

Russet Toughshank * Collybia dryophila 

Shaggy Bracket Inonotus hibpidus 

Shaggy Parasol Chlorophyllum rhacodes 

Southern Bracket Ganoderma australe 

Sticky Bolete * Suillus viscidus 

Stinkhorn Phallus impudicus 

Stump Puffball Lycoperdon pyriforme 

Sulphur Tuft  Hypholoma fasciculare 

Turkeytail   Trametes versicolor 

White Cheese Polypore * Tyromyces chioneus 

Wood Mushroom Agaricus silvicola 

Yellow Fan * Spathularia flavida 

   

   

 
 


